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A Declaration of the bountiful Loving-kindneſs of the Lord, 
manifeſted to one whe ſto21 idle in the Market-place tiff 
the Eleventh Hour, yet recetved her Penny, This is 
that none might diſpatr. 


Alſo, adiſcovery of her Suffering's, through her diſobedi- 
ence and rebellion againſt Go1's precious Truth ; that 
none might preſume or harden their Hearts in the Day of 
God's Viſitation, 


Maid, young and beautiful, that often went with her Re- 
lations to the Meetings of the People of God, called 
Luakers, and had a love raiſed inher Heart to the moſt preci- 
ous Truth, andalſo to them who indeed held it ina pure Cone 
ſcience ; yet did not give up to the Obedience of Faith, but ſtill 
lived in the Cuitoras and Faſhions of this Evil World, to the 
wounding and ſtifling of the precious Life of Jeſus Chrilt in her; 
but the ſame Love of the Lord that had begetten a tenderneſs in 
her, and raiſed up a love to Truth, followed her, and would not 

ſuffer her to ſit down in the World without trouble; for althou 
ſhe was muchtaken notice of by them who loved vanity, and de- 
lighted in beauty morethen vertue, and ſhe by this became fur- 
ther off from faithfulneſs, yet here ſhe muſt not take up her reſt; 
for the Lord viſited her with great weakneſs, and ſhe grew ill, 
and declined,and fell into a Conſumption,and lived in a conſume- 
ing ſtate about three years, outward means and medicines were 
nled for ber recovery ; yet mo firſt to laſt, notany thiog that 
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was done to her,or for her,did her any good,as ſhe often declared, 
but {he {till grew weaker and weaker ; and beſidesthis, {he had 
ſuch a ſoreneſs all oyer her poor Bones, as hath not been known 
in ſuch weakneſs, which betng taken notice of by-a Friend which 
wasnearly related toher, ſhe ſaid.; Surely, this is more then or- 
dinary, this is more iminediately the Hand of the Lord upon. 
thez, then is uſual, this is the Judgment of the Lord upon thee 
for thy Diſobedience ; and ſhe being in a low condition, con- 
fidered the matter, and the Lord ſet it upon her Heart, and ſhe 
cried unto the Lord for Mercy, '(as ſhe ſaid, mightily) and 
# 'Wwas ſhewed her one night, that if ſhe did not ſberdily 


 Repent, and ſubmit to God's precious Truth, \he ſhould be 


ſmitten with Lameneſs from Head to Font ; then did the 
apply her Heart unto the Lord, and-his faithful Mcfengers, 
(whole Feet are beautiful upon the Mountain of Holineſs, 
dringidg the Gted-tydings of Salvation, voto the wexzry and 
tieavy laden) ſaying, I ave hardened niy Heart at muyy apre- 
cioiuu Wieeting tblien the Lord hath ſmitten me, and 1 have ſeen 
plainlythe Lord would have gathered me ; bt I ſaid in my Heart, 
if I receive this, if T give wp to it, I 1mft be '« Quaker, and 
T canndt be a Quaker ; then (ſaid ſhe) would T rake 'my Heart 
from atteriding pou the Miniſtration of Truth, awd then my 
Heart became 'miove hard ; What ſhall T do (faid ſhe) that 'wow I 
way receive the Faithful ſayings of the Servakts bf the Lord? 
Ah that my Heart were open, but it is ſht and hard; when foul 
Tjind Mercy in this State ! She teinained for fothe tirhe, abg 
grew weaker and weaker in Body ; and on the firſt Diry te 
took her Bed, ſhe was much under the Righreous Jadgimetits 
'of the Lord, and felt his Word tn her Heatt as a' Fite; . but he 
Lord in Judgment remembred Mercy, and I t ter 
very low, he ſhewed her the Childs ſtate, Which ſhe wirtigreat 
&clghtdefired; and indeed ſhe became as a littte Child, fit for 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Thea. 
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Then did the Lord rend the Vail, and ſhewed her his Glo- 
ry, and the preciouſneſs of his pure everlaſting Truth, and 
the Light thined out of Darkneſs, and in it ſhe ſaw. Light, 
and rcceived the Knowledge of God {whom to know is Life 
Eternal) and her Heart was filled with Joy, and her Mouth 
with Praiſes, and (hc lay for many hours without the ſence of 
pain or weaknels, ſounding forth the Praiſes of the Lord, re- 
tuling to take any Cordials, or ought elſe to ſupport the natu- 
ral Spirits; ſaying, 1 amwell, I feel! no pain, 1am full, myCup 
YUnS ver , I am filled as with Marrow and Fatzeſs, I have ſeen 
his Glory, and taſted of his moſt preciow Truth, and it is ſweet 
wnto my taſte ; Ah, how precious, how pure, is Gods Everlaſting 
Truth, nothing [o pme, and they who iudeed recerve it, are mage 
pureby it, praiſed be the Loyd who hath made me partaker of it, 
ani placed me amongft his People : Ah, Bleſſed God, who hath 
given me cauſe to ſing alond of thy praiſe ; then lome abour her, 
{ecing her very week, thought it might wear her toomuch, 
told her, ſhe might praiſe the Lord in her Heart, and bid her 
try if the eould ileep ; but ſhe ſaid, ſhe was well, and needed 


no ſleep, neither is my Mouth dry, laid ſhe, or 1 faint ; but ſhe 


was perſwaded to take ſomething, and ſo lay ſtill; but after 
ſome time ſhe ſaid, Surely I ſhould wot have been ſtopt, but I will 
now try if 1 can fleep, which the did ſweetly ; andin the morn- 
ing ſaid, Although T have ſlept, yet my Heart hath bees exerci/- 
ed in the Praiſes of the Lord ; and that day lay very preciouſly, 
ſpeaking to ſeveral perſons as came to viſit her, totheir ſeveral 
conditions, |i:ewingto ſome, who lived in pleaſure, her Hands, 
ſaying, See here, the Lord hath made theſe Bones bare for my re- 
bellion, becauſe I would not ſubmit to his moſt precious I ruth ; he 
hath brought me to the auſt, and 1 muſt lay aown this Body as 4 
Sacrifice ; Oh, do not you ſtand ont, it will coſt 10u dear, if ever 
you find Mercy, (and ſuch like) thea would (he ſing Praiſes to 
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| tlie Lord; and declare much concerning the purity of Truth, 
exhorting all, who were not made partakers of it, ſpeedily to 
embrace it ; and much more u.c laid, which will-be too much 
to relate. 

On the next day, being very weak, and it was thought ſhe 
might haye departed, ſhe called for ſome young Perſons that 
were related to her, and fer before them their conditions, 
clearly, in the Light of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, warning and 
exhorting them, praying for them, bleſſed them in the >pirir 
of diſcerning, which the Lord gave her in the day of his Pow- 
er; and when ſome Friends came to her that was 1n the fa- 
ſhion of the World, ſhe would fay, What, Friends who know 
Gods precious Truth, put on their Hoods ſo, that ts like me in my 
other life ; Friends, who have received Goas precious Truth need 
0 other adorning; and having ſpoken long in this wile, ſhe 
laid her ſelf in ſilence, waiting for her diſſolution, having 
laid, 1 ſhall ſhut mine Eyes and Sleep ; but [he lay ſeveral weeks 
in great. weakneſs after this, having her Heart excrciſed on this 
wile. 

And if ſke had ſpoken an unadviſed word, then would ſhe 
cry to the Lord, to wath her throughout, and fay, Fudge me, 
Lord, judge me, with thy great Fudgmemts , let nothing remain in 
me, or be ſpoken by me, but what is pare ; ſearch me throughty : 
.Ah, carſed le that nature, and that diſpoſition; this at firſt kept 
me from receiving Gods pure Truth, curſed be that diſpoſition ; 
and lying longer then one would have thought one {o weak 
could have lain, taking very hrtle of any outward ſuſtenance ; 
tome would ſay to her, it may bethou mayſt recover ; Vo, ne, 
would ſhe ſay, 1muſft lay down this body for my rebellion ; in my. 
other Life, if any had ſaid, I ſhould recover, it would for alittle 
time ſeem: to refreſh me; aud if they had ſaid, ſurely, T could not 
tive long, (or fo) it would caft me down ; but now ] long for death, 
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I muſt Iay down thi body ;, for, ſaid (he, when I received Gods pre- 
cious Truth, 1 received the ſentence of death ; And this il e was 
very poſitive in all along, and when ſhe was preiwades to be 
afſive in this matter ; ſhe ſaid, / have inaeed canſe enoreh to 
defire life now, for the Lord hath made me partater of his bleſſed 
Truth, and if I live, I kwow I ſhall vear a Teſtimony, a faithful 
Teſtimony for the Lord, and he hath placed me amongſt his People ; 
and I ſhall have their compa: y, this is deſirable ; bat I muſt lay down 
this body : great was her i»ve to the Lord and his People ; and 
when the Servants cf the Lord came to her, it was ſuck a re- 
viving, that ſhe had not the ſcace of her weakneſs, her Heart 
being overcome With the Love ot che Lord, in lis Servants, tte 
lay a rejoycing. Often was ile aſſaulted by the Enemy, ſome- 
times to deſire Life, ſometimes with worldly things, but ſte 
would ſay (even in Gods Authority) Away, Satan, awsy, I de- 
fre thee in the Name of the Lord, touch not that which is pure; and 
one time, when ſhe was under this temptation, a precious Ser- 
vant of the Lord coming .tovilit her; Ah, {laid ihe to him). 
aow the T empter flees he cannot ſtand before thee ; then after ſhe had 
- been thus tryed, iÞe was ulually filled with joy in God, through 
whom ſhe had obtained viftory ; then would ihe ſound forth 
the praiſes of the Lord. And grew {till more weak, and 
{ometimes would ſay, ! am weak, and full of pain, but it is below 
me to complain; and with much patience, and comly behavi- 
our the lay ; and in the morning before her departure, the 
called for ſeveral things to drink, and gaſped for breath, but 
ſaid, 1 ſhall xot goſo. And afterwards did, as it were, lay her 
ſelf forth in ſilence, waiting for her diffolution ; but at the 
coming in of a good Friend ite revived, and lived till Evening, 
and about half an hour before her departure ſhe was taken with 
a very great trembling, and ſeemed tobe ſomewhat troubled. 
it was faid by one near her ; whai's the matter, what aileſt 
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thou? I fear, ſaid the, whether it be a\true Spirit, or a Tempta- 
tion; it was aid to her, what meancſt thou ? art thou in any 
doubt as concerning the Truth of which thou art made par- 
taker? No, no, ſaid the, that's Gods pure and Everlaſting Truth, 
the Truth which the. People of Gea, called Quakers, are made per 
tukers of, and for which they [uſſer that is everlaſting, that is the 
true Spirit, and their God is my God ; ana although I ſce it not 
ow as I have ſcen it, yet I bring in my Teftimony that's the Truth 
that ſhall abide for ever; that's pure, and nothing that is defiled 
muſt be ſheltred under it ; that's the Truth which enlightens every 
manthat cometh into the World : The little Seed in me is become 
great, great, great, Bleſſed be God who hath pliced me among his 
People, and I poſſeſs what they poſſeſs ; and nhea the Faithful lie as 
T lie, my Portion will be their Potion; and my Cup is full; it runs 
over, over, over : Then ſhe breathed a little thicker about the 
{pace of one quarter of an hour, and without groan or ligh, or 
the leaſt motion, the ſhut her cves and licpr. Glory be to God 
Ur ever. 
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A few Words of Encouragement from Ex- 
perience, to any who know the Name 
of the Lord, in the leaſt Meaſure, to 
Fear the Lord and Truft in his Mer- 


cles, 


Frienas, 
N the Living ſence of Gods Love and manifold Mercies 
[| wherewith he hath compaſled me, as ongevery fide, it 
hath been often (yea, very often) upon, and in my heart, 
What thall F render, or wherwith ſhall I appear before the 
Lord ? Andthe Aniwer was, and is, Keep low 13 his Fear, and 
L do thy Duty, declare his Goodneſs, ſpread forth his Praiſes, that 
they who have not ſuch experience of his Mercy, may by thy Decla- 
* ration, ſpeak good of his Name, and be encouraged to fear him for 
ever, and truſt in his Mercies. 

Then firſt, whoſoever thou art that ſhalt read theſe Lines, 
and haſt Hungrings and Thiriſtings begotten in thee after 
Righteouſneſs, fear tlic Lord, and truſt in his Mercies, and 
thou ſhalt be ſatisfied ; let the Lord God of Heaven and Earth 
be thy fear, and let him be thy dread; yea, keep in the fear 
of the Lord all rhe day long, and that will puritie thy Hearc, 
2nd. make it a fit receptacic tor the manifeſtation of Gods Love 


and Power. 
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Or art thou in any doubt concerning the Truth, or the Way 
or Manifeſtation of it. as it now appears ; wait thou in God's 
Fear, and truſt-in his Mercy, and alluredly the Light will 
ſhine forth, it will ariſe and expel the Darkneſs, aid :!iſcover 
to thee the Path of Life, in which the wataring man, although 
a Fool, iball not err. 1 

Again, Art thou in God's Eternal Truth, poor, low and 
little, ſeeing and knowing little of the myſtery of Godlineſs, 
having little faith, love or zeal for God, his Truth and People ; 
yer ſayſt thou inthy Heart, this little is of the right kind, and 
I would not part with it for all the World? Well, Friend, be 
content with thy Portion, and keep in the pure fear of the 
Lord, wait on him, and truſt in his Mercies, and he will ariſe 
in thee, and increaſe thy ſtore; yea, when he hath by his 
righteous Judgments, as with a Rod of ſmall Cords, whipt 
out the Buyers and Scllers out of his Temple, and the Houle is 
clean, and thou fit for it, the time of refre'/hment being come, 
he will aſſuredly open the well-ſprings of Life in thee, and fill 
full thy Cup with the overflowings of his vertue, and thou 
ſhalt praiſe his Name even ſo long as thou abideſt 1n his fear ; 
for the Lord is not a hard Maſter, but he anſwereth the 
defire of every living one; and this my Soul knows right 
well, let him be glorified for ever, who hath given me 
the Deſires of my Heart, ſo that I mult praiſe his Name whilft 
I havea being. 

But art thou now increaſed in Divine Subſtance, ſo that 
thou canſt ſay, now the Eyes of my Underſtanding is enlight- 
ned, and thoſe things which before were hard and dark as to 
me, are gow become plain and eaſfie, and now I ſce, (not men 
like Trees) but in the Light of the Lord I ſee light, got as in 
a glaſs darkly, but now I ſce face to face, the ſhadows are 
over and gone, and now I can ſay my Redeemer liveth, and 
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the Eye which the Lord hath opened ſeeth him; yea, and he 

ſtandeth laſt upon my Earth; the Lord my God having caſt 

out the ſtrong man that did keep the Houſe, now he liveth and 

reigneth in me, and opens even the Flood-gates of his everlaſt. 

ing Loving-kindneſs:in me; yea, he feedeth me with the 

Bread that cometh down from Heayen that ſhall never periſh, 

and I drink and am refreſhed, yea, I drink abundantly of the 

River of Pleaſure that is at the right hand of the Father ; and 

I drink of the Wine that is well refined new in the Kingdom 

of Heaven; may I not now fit down ; being perfeCted in that 

Love which caſteth out fear? may. I not-now keep holy day in- 
God, being ina ſtate above the fear, ſomuch exhorted to? Ah,. 
Friend, whoſoever thouart, that fhall thus ſay in thy heart, be 

not high-minded, but fear, and remember thou keep: holy the 

Sabbath day : Art thou at reſt in God, oh, ſanSifie the Sabbath 

day, and keep it holy, for this the Lord requires; and ſtand 

upon thy watch continually, and fear to the end, leſt after all 
this thou grow careleſs, and the exalted ſpirit get up, and thou 

fall from thy ſtedfaſtneſs, and fo loſe thy. Crown :: Bleſſed is he. 
who feareth always. 

Further, art thou in a low eſtate as to things of the World, 

having many depending on thee, and knows not- which way to - 
turn thee, as to an outward livelihood ? Ah, fear the Lord, and 
truſt him over all, and he that feeds the Ravens, - and cloathes 

the Lillies; that can neither ſow nor ſpin, caft thy care upon 
him, and aſfuredly thee and thine ſhall be fed, For the Earth #s 

the Lord's and the fnlneſs thereof ; its the.Lyons that ſhall want, 

and ſuffer hunger, Bus they who fear the Lord ſhall want nothing 

that is good; this have I Gon and known, and+ this is writ for 

the encouragement, comfort and ſtrengthning_. of them: who 

are ofa feartul heart ; keep in God's fear, be taithfubto his re-- 


quirings, be not caretul, but do thy duty, and Heaven and Earth + 
ſball: 
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ſhall ſooner paſs away, then the Lotd fail to ſupply thy neceſ- 
ſitics ;' yea, He ſhall bleſs thee in thy Backes, and thy Store ; he 
ſhall be with thee in thy going ut, wyd in thy roming in, he will 
cauſe all to proſper thou ſetteſt thy hand unto; yea, he (lall bleſs 
thy Children within thec, and he {ball Crown chee with his 
Peace, which paſſeth all underſtanding, even in thy daily la- 
bour, as thou art found waiting upon him; and; .he ſhall alſo 
repleniſh thy heart, and as thou keepeſt thy Eye and Heart to 
him, thou ſhall be freſh and green, bringing forth fruit in thy 
old age, and thy laſt dayes ſhall be thy bett days; and thus 
ſhall it be with them who fear the Lord, and faithfully wait up- 
on him in a chearful diligence, expeCting each day their daily 
Bread from the hand of the Lord, who giveth liberally, and up- 
braideth not : Oh, my Soul praile thou the Lord, (in the f-nce 
of his Love, and enjoyment. of his Mercies) and kt all that is 
within praiſe his holy Name, -for his Mercies are manitold, 
2nd his compaſſion never failerh-; this day is the Scripture ful- 
filled, and God is known indeed to bethe' Father to the father- 
leſs, and the:Husband to the widow ; yea, the Maſter of that 
Family which calleth upon his Name hath provided all things 
needfully ſo that it may well be faid, What lacked ye? and he 
hath, yea, God himſelf hath recompenced, into the Boſom, e- 
ven an hundred fold, whatſoever hath been given up,or lolt for 
his ſake and the Goſpels ; ſurely, ſurely he hath given good 
meaſure prefled down, and rnnning overy: of this I and mine 
are living Witneſles,and we have no cauſe tocomplain,but great 
cauſe to praiſe and magnific his Name, and tolive to him for 
ever and ever ; Let all thy Works praiſe thee, O Lord ; So, 
even {9 ſaith my Soul. 


e Mary Forſter. 


THE END. 


